Neuroimaging in acute posterior cerebral artery infarction.
The role of neuroimaging in acute posterior cerebral artery (PCA) territory infarction is less well appreciated compared with the anterior cerebral circulation because PCA infarction occurs less frequently and more often is associated with limited neurologic deficit not qualifying for thrombolytic therapy. On occasion, however, hemiparesis and/or visual field defect accompanies PCA infarction that would warrant thrombolytic therapy. As neuroimaging plays a central role in the diagnosis and treatment of acute stroke in the thrombolytic era, a series of case studies is presented to illustrate the role of computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging in the setting of acute PCA infarction. Familiarity with the neuroimaging features of acute PCA infarction can facilitate management in those select patients that qualify for thrombolytic therapy.